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Pay up and Shut up! 

ZESA has hit the headlines once again, 

albeit for the wrong reasons. The differ-

ence however is that this time, Presi-

dent Robert Mugabe and his cronies are 

crying foul following an exposé of their 

shocking electricity bills released by the 

cash strapped Zimbabwe Electricity 

Supply Authority (ZESA). ZESA re-

vealed that the financial crisis faced by 

the power utility company is also as a 

result of defaulting consumers who in-

clude high ranking politicians and gov-

ernment institutions.  

 

Defaulting politicians should give to 

Caesar what belongs to Caesar and stop 

accusing the Minister of Energy, Elton 

Mangoma of trying to use the bills to 

gain political mileage. A ZANU PF official 

who writes under the pseudonym Na-

thaniel Manheru accused the Movement 

for Democratic Change (MDC) in The 

Saturday Herald of inventing a scandal 

to match what he termed similar scan-

dals which MDC officials are involved in. 

The fact is, Mr. Manheru, ZANU PF offi-

cials owe ZESA large sums of money 

which they should simply pay and shut 

up instead of expecting sympathy from 

the vast majority of Zimbabweans who 

are constantly disconnected for out-

standing bills of as little as USD10.  ZE-

SA is owed more than US$450 million 

by its customers with most of this bal-

ance emanating from top government 

officials. 

 

ZANU PF‟s insincerity and milking of 

parastatals coupled with blatant corrup-

tion and mismanagement has crippled 

state institutions including ZESA impact-

ing negatively on Zimbabweans at 

large. While politicians are refusing to 

pay their outstanding bills, citizens are 

deprived of electricity for between 8 to 

15 hours a day due to load-shedding 

disrupting business and other important 

activities. Despite the evident scarcity of 

energy, people continue to pay exorbi-

tant monthly electricity bills. At the 

same time, the ZESA management has 

reportedly awarded itself hefty incre-

ments of 75% backdated from 2009. 

Such corruption should be castigated 

strongly by the inclusive government 

and culprits arrested as this is unfair to 

citizens who bear the brunt of such in-

justices.  

   

The authority has treated top Govern-

ment officials as sacred cows yet they 

are the biggest defaulters. Presdinent 

Mugabe owes USD345, 000 while Mani-

caland Governor, Christopher Mushohwe 

owes USD367, 606.07 and Local Gov-

ernment Minister Ignatius Chombo owes 

the national power utility almost 
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$130,000, for power supplied to his Allan Grange farm in Mashonaland West prov-

ince. These politicians continue accessing electricity despite their debts.  

 

ZESA currently owes US$ 5 million to Hydro Cahora Basa of Mozambique which 

supplies Zimbabwe with about 500 Megawatts of electricity to cover shortfalls re-

sulting in increased load shedding. Businesses, hospitals and schools are suffering 

due to the insincerity exhibited by the ZANU PF bigwigs. The load shedding is even 

affecting the fundamental rights of citizens chief among them the right to life and 

the right to liberty. Hospitals are also affected by the load-shedding which can 

stretch up to 15 hours a day putting the lives of some patients at great risk as 

they depend on medical machinery which uses electricity. Moreover, on the 19th of 

March 2012, Justice Chinembiri Bhunu postponed the bail hearing of the Glen View 

29 due to a power black-out which grounded business operations at the High court 

to a halt. This shows the disruptive extent of the power cuts and the insincerity 

politicians are exhibiting by deliberately prolonging the suffering of ordinary citi-

zens.  

 

The behavior of the politicians of attempting to hide their debts and demanding se-

crecy in a matter which is affecting the generality of Zimbabweans is repulsive and 

a symptom of the lawlessness which has characterized the government for more 

than three decades. Furthermore, the impunity awarded to defaulters and corrupt 

officials is testament to the rot which is crippling the Zimbabwean society. Public 

officials should desist from operating in secrecy and begin acting transparently and 

accountably.  

 

Instead of blaming ZESA for the exposé, politicians should simply  PAY UP their 

bills and SHUT UP!  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

3 

CONSIDER MINORITY GROUPS, OPEN UP COMMUNITY 

RADIO STATIONS 

It is a sad development that key institu-

tions like the Broadcasting Authority of 

Zimbabwe (BAZ) which is supposed to 

complement people‟s efforts to exercise 

their right to freedom of expression, has 

gone on to suppress the same right. 

This comes in the wake of long delays 

by BAZ in calling for applications for 

community radio licences. The authority 

called for commercial radio license ap-

plications twice last year but is still to 

call for applications for community radio 

licenses. The delay is largely described 

as impeding development and as anoth-

er ZANU PF tactic meant to limit Zimba-

bweans‟ access to information and to 

advance the party‟s propaganda, 

through the state media. Little change is 

expected when the two „independent‟ 

commercial radio broadcasters, ZIMPA-

PERS Talk Radio and AB Communica-

tions, who where recently awarded li-

cences, begin broadcasting as these are 

controlled by ZANU PF functionaries. 

 

Paranoia has taken over ZANU PF to the 

extent that the party now sees a threat 

in everything including the good inten-

tions behind Community Radio initia-

tives.  The party, even though it claims 

to stand for all Zimbabweans, fails to 

realise that community radios, being low 

cost and easy to operate, reach out to 

all members of the community in their 

own languages and 

maximize the potential 
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for development through sharing of 

information, knowledge and skills 

within the community. They are also 

unifying as their sustainability depends 

mostly on community contribution and 

they allow minority and marginalised 

communities to take charge of what is 

happening around them. 

 

Radios are affordable to many people 

and as a communication medium, they 

offer greater outreach than any other 

medium. Community radios also coun-

ter the problem of illiteracy, which is 

high amongst minority groups in the 

country as material is produced in lo-

cal language. According to ZACRAS, 

which is the umbrella body of commu-

nity radio stations and initiatives, lack 

of community radio stations in Zimba-

bwe has caused impoverishment, mar-

ginalization of minority groups and the 

general lack of development.  

 

The state of the media in Zimbabwe 

sidelines minority groups and thus 

could promote ethnic conflict. The 

ZANU PF government has in the past 

used its draconian media laws to shut 

down some community radio stations 

like Pachindau, which operates in Chi-

manimani, Radio Dialogue from Mata-

beleland, Community Radio Harare, 

Wezhira Community Radio and Kuma-

komo Community Radio.  Such moves 

only serve to worsen the already frag-

ile ethnic relations in the country.  
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Mbizo residents interface with their leaders 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition convened a “Meet the People Forum” in Kwekwe 

at the Mbizo Parliamentary Information Centre with the objective of providing an 

opportunity for local leaders to give feedback on key political developments and 

equally to afford the general public an opportunity to ask the leadership questions 

on issues that affect them. The meeting was attended by 438 people (265 males 

and 173 females) including Hon Settlement Chikwinya (Member of Parliament for 

Mbizo), Deputy Mayor of Kwekwe Cllr Helena Mukosana, Cllr  Johanness Ngozo, 

Cllr Machingauta, Cllr Masiya, Cllr Sithole, and District Development Committee 

Chairperson Mr. Simon Machisvo.  

 

Honorable  Chikwinya gave feedback on the constitution making process where he 

indicated that a number of agreements have been reached including a 2 term lim-

it for presidency. He indicated that there were still some outstanding issues 

around the death penalty, dual citizenship and devolution. On elections he indicat-

ed that elections are process driven and not event driven and as such the elec-

tions will only be held after some conditions for free and fair elections have been 

fulfilled. He outlined the demands of his party on elections including some key re-

forms that should be implemented before the next elections.  

 

Other issues that emerged include:  

1. The most topical debate was on electricity and water with residents lambasting 

ZESA and the City of Kwekwe for giving them a raw deal. The residents of 

Mbizo 15 and 17 complained that ZESA has not connected electricity despite 

the fact that the poles were erected two years ago. 

 

2. The payment plan system has not been implemented despite councilors having 

encouraged the city council and ZESA to allow residents to come up with pay-

ment plans to clear the debts which they cannot settle at once. 

 

3. The state of roads in Mbizo is deplorable. The parts of the constituency most 

affected by the pot holes are no longer being serviced by commuter omnibus 
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operators leading to lowering of the prices of properties and rentals. 

 

The city is sitting on a time bomb as far as refuse collection is concerned. The 

street corners are littered with rubbish. There is a likelihood of an outbreak of wa-

ter borne diseases if the situation is not quickly addressed.  
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ANOTHER ABDUCTION.... 

In news just received, Vincent Murambwa, councillor for Ward 13, Ma-

zowe South has been abducted. Murambwa was forcibly taken by a 

group of 6 men whilst boarding a bus to Chiweshe at Mbare Musika 

around 1pm today, 26 March 2012. 

Councillor Murambwa was wearing a T-shirt written ‘Ngozi Haiteveri 

Akutuma, Inotevera Iwe!’ and sources believe that this may have been 

the reason he was abducted. This worrying incident closely follows the 

mysterious disappearance, in February, of Bulawayo-based human 

rights activist, Paul Chizeza with fears he may also have been abduct-

ed. He is yet to be found. 

Anyone with information leading to Councillor Murambwa’s wherea-

bouts can call 0773 014 038 or contact their nearest police station.  
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